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If your student has basic language needs and you do not speak her first language, your task of 
learning about her life will be more challenging. In this case, it might be best to use a mapping 
technique which usually provides lots of information and some comic relief.

Mapping works like this. During you session, draw a simple map of the places you visit on a daily or 
weekly basis. As you draw, (or when the map is complete) explain where you go, what you do there 
and, most importantly, which of the four language skills (speaking, listening, reading, writing) you 
use at each of the stops. 

Next, ask your student (or gesture appropriately) to draw a map and explain as you did. Ask her 
to circle all the places where she was required to speak English. Create a needs grid based on this 
information as in the following handout.   

Mapping Technique
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