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 Darrell and Marianne are 
farmers. They live on a farm 
south of Edmonton. Marianne’s 
grandfather started the farm 
in 1936. Her parents took over 
the farm about 50 years ago.

Darrell and Marianne run 
the farm now. They raise cattle. 
They grow hay, barley and oats.

Darrell does most of the 
farm work. Mariane takes care 
of the house and has a job 
at an airport. 

The couple have two children. 
The kids go to school in a 
nearby town. They help with 
chores too.

Darrell and Marianne

Life on a small farm
Darrell and Marianne like 

farming. But it is hard to make 
a living.

There is always something 
to worry about. For example:

n the weather

n cattle and grain prices

n hay for the cattle in the winter

This year, the crops are bad 
because of the drought. The 
family hopes that next year 
will be better.

Marianne’s parents (left) live on the farm too. 
They are retired but often help out.
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What is life like on a farm?

2 Darrell fixes a fence.

3 Darrell feeds the cattle.1 Darrell checks the grain 
in the granary.

 Here are photos of Darrell, 
Marianne and their two children.
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5 Marianne gets carrots 
for supper from the garden.

6 Marianne and the kids bring supper out to the f ield.

4 Marianne hangs up 
the laundry.

combinepickup

clothesline
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7 The kids love animals. 
They have a few animals 
of their own. They show 
their animals at 4-H shows.

8 The kids have lots of fun 
on the farm.

This article first appeared in the September 2002 issue of English Express.

Special thanks to the Lecapoy and Wasiluk families • Adapted from the Edmonton Journal • Photos: Edmonton Journal (Bruce Edwards)

Did you know?
Many young people belong 

to 4-H clubs. The clubs have 
many activities. For example: 
camping, crafts, dog shows 
and livestock shows.

Young people can learn about 
things like small engines and 
cooking too. 

2008 update

4 Darrell and Marianne are still 
farming.

4 Darrell is also working in the 
oil industry. He drives a truck.

4 The kids have jobs off the 
farm now.


